The Open Garden (Free) and Inner Garden License (Paid)

(Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC Open Garden License Agreement)

Version 2.0 — Effective December 4, 2025

This License Agreement ("Agreement") is entered into between Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC ("Licensor")
and any individual or entity ("Licensee") who pays the required annual fee and agrees to be bound by its terms.
By purchasing a license and using Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC intellectual property, the Licensee agrees to the terms
below.

The scope of this license applies to any rulebooks published by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC which are
explicitly designate the Licensor as covered works. A list may be provided upon request.
plicitly designated by the Li d works. A li y be provided up q

Definitions
For the purpose of this Agreement:

“Licensed IP” refers to the trademarks, logos, symbols, setting names, places, characters, lore, and other
intellectual property owned by the Licensor, including the specific copyrighted text used to express game
mechanics (e.g, spell descriptions, class write-ups, monster abilities, encounter structures) within the Gorgon’s
Grimoire rulebooks.”

"Trademarks" means any brand identifiers registered or used by the Licensor.

"Setting IP" includes but is not limited to fictional names, locations, organizations, storylines, characters,
and other narrative elements of any of Gorgon’s Grimoire universe.

"Compatible Products" includes physical and digital game materials—such as rulebooks, modules,
supplements, or character sheets—that interact mechanically with the Gorgon’s Grimoire rulebooks. It does not
include standalone narrative works (e.g., novels, short stories) or video games, which require separate permission.

"Derivative Works" means original creative content produced by the Licensee that references or builds
upon the Gorgon’s Grimoire IP.

1. Grant of Inner Garden License

Upon receipt of the annual fee, the Licensor grants the Licensee a non-exclusive, non-transferable,
revocable license to: Use the Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC trademarks, including any official logos, symbols, or brand
identifiers.

Reference and incorporate official Gorgon’s Grimoire settings IP (names, places, organizations,
characters, and lore created by the Licensor).

Use the Licensor’s copyrighted text (e.g., spell descriptions, class write-ups, monster abilities, encounter
structures) as written in the Gorgon’s Grimoire rulebooks.

“Substantial” shall include, but is not limited to, the verbatim reproduction by the Licensee of more than
500 consecutive words, or more than 1,000 total words, from any single Gorgon’s Grimoire rulebook in any one
product, unless otherwise approved in writing by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

Create, distribute, and sell third-party works compatible with the Gorgon’s Grimoire rulebooks using the
above IP and text.

Paid-tier products must include a visible attribution statement, such as: “This product uses Licensed 1P
from [Rulebook Name], published by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC, under the Open Garden License. Compatible
with Damsels, Adventurers, and Dragons.” The attribution statement must appear both on the product’s credits



page (or equivalent location) and prominently on the front cover, title image, or product listing, in a clear and
legible font.

2. Ownership and Rights
All Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP remains the sole property of the Licensor.
Licensees retain ownership of any original material they create.

Licensees may not claim ownership of official Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP or imply official partnership
or endorsement unless otherwise approved in writing,

3. License Term and Renewal

The license costs an annual fee of $50.

The license is valid for one (1) year from the date of payment.

Renewal requires a new payment of the annual fee.

If the license is not renewed:

The Licensee must cease using Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC trademarks and setting IP.

Products already sold or published may remain in circulation, provided no Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP or
branding is used in future updates, reprints, or marketing.

Upon request by the Licensor, Licensees must provide a valid proof of purchase (e.g, receipt, order
confirmation, or registration ID) for each rulebook referenced in Paid-Tier products. Failure to produce such
documentation within thirty (30) days may be considered a material breach of this Agreement, subject to Section
5 (Termination and Cure).

Licensee may not sublicense or redistribute any Licensed IP or derivative thereof under any other license
structure without explicit written approval from Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

4. Open Garden License

Game mechanics for Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC rules are in the public domain. No license is required to
use, adapt, or rewrite them in your own words for Compatible Products. A separate, free license is granted to all
individuals and entities under the following conditions:

Licensees may refer to game mechanics or general class/function names when discussing compatibility,
but must express them in their own words and may not use the Licensor’s copyrighted text (e.g., spell
descriptions, class write-ups, monster abilities), unique names, proper nouns, or narrative content from the
Gorgon’s Grimoire settings(e.g., named spells, cities, characters, or factions).

Generic system terminology (e.g;, 'fighter', 'fireball', 'initiative') is not protected and may be used freely in
your own works, provided the accompanying text is original.

They may create, publish, and distribute Compatible Products using the Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC rules
system.

They may use compatibility language such as: “Compatible with Damsels, Adventurers, and Dragons.”
They may not use any Gorgon’s Grimoire LL.C trademarks, logos, symbols, or Setting IP.

They may not imply endorsement, sponsorship, or official status.

All free-tier products must include the following attribution statement:

“This product is compatible with [Rule System]. [Rule System] is a trademark of Gorgon’s Grimoire
LLC. This product is not affiliated with or endorsed by Gorgon’s Grimoire LL.C.”



The attribution statement must appear both on the product’s credits page (or equivalent location) and
clearly on the front cover, title image, or product listing. This ensures proper acknowledgment and allows
consumers to identify compatible content easily.

The Open Garden license does not grant any rights to create or distribute software-based or interactive
digital products (e.g., video games, mobile apps, or virtual tabletop platforms). Such rights require a separate
agreement with Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

Upon request by the Licensor, Licensees must provide a valid proof of purchase (e.g, receipt, order
confirmation, or registration ID) for each rulebook referenced in Free-Tier products. Failure to produce such
documentation within thirty (30) days may be considered a material breach of this Agreement, subject to Section
5 (Termination and Cure).

Licensee may not sublicense or redistribute any Licensed IP or derivative thereof under any other license
structure without explicit written approval from Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

Any violation of these terms shall immediately void the free license.

5. Restrictions

Licensee shall not:

Use the Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP in any way that is unlawful, defamatory, or harmful to the brand.
Reverse-engineer or repackage Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP to create derivative licensing structures.
Use the license to imply official endorsement without written permission.

Redistribution or reconstruction of Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC rulebooks, even under the Inner Garden,
for the purpose of creating replacement core rulebooks or system summaries using substantial licensed text, is
strictly prohibited.

System summaries that paraphrase mechanics are allowed under the Open Garden, provided they do not
use verbatim text or infringe on copyrighted expressions.

Licensees are responsible for purchasing the official rulebooks published by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC to
access the Licensed IP, including any updates, revisions, or new editions. During an active license term, Licensees
may use the version of the Licensed IP available at the time of their most recent rulebook purchase. Existing
products remain compliant under the IP and text version used at the time of creation, provided no new Licensed
IP is incorporated.

All products developed under the Open and Inner Garden must reference the official rulebooks
published by Gorgon’s Grimoire LILC as the primary source for system mechanics and expressions.
Redistribution of those materials, in whole or substantial part, is strictly prohibited.

The Open and Inner Garden license does not grant any rights to create or distribute software-based or
interactive digital products (e.g., video games, mobile apps, or virtual tabletop platforms). Such rights require a
separate agreement with Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

6. Termination and Cure

Licensor may terminate the license if the Licensee materially violates these terms.
Licensee will be given thirty (30) days from written notice to cure any breach.

If not cured, termination becomes effective immediately.

Upon termination, the Licensee must cease all use of Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP and branding in future
products and ongoing marketing efforts. Products already released prior to termination may remain in
circulation, provided they are not updated, reprinted, or otherwise altered to include Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP
or branding after the termination date. Any future promotion or distribution must not imply active license status.



7. Audit Rights for Open and Inner Garden Tiers

Licensor may request documentation (e.g., product samples or proof of compliance with branding or
text usage guidelines) to confirm proper use of the Licensed IP, no more than once per year unless credible
evidence of breach or misrepresentation arises.

Failure to comply within thirty (30) days may be considered a breach of this Agreement.

8. Indemnification

Licensee agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Licensor from any claims, damages, or legal
actions arising from the Licensee’s use of the Licensed IP.

9. Force Majeure

Licensor shall not be held liable for any failure or delay in performance due to events beyond its
reasonable control, including but not limited to acts of God, war, natural disasters, pandemics, cyberattacks, data
breaches, or supply chain failures.

10. Warranty Disclaimer

Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP is provided “as is.” The Licensor makes no warranties regarding its use or
suitability.

Licensor is not responsible for any legal claims, damages, or losses resulting from the Licensee’s use of
the licensed IP.

11. Limitation of Liability

In no event shall the Licensor be liable for more than the total annual license fee paid by the Licensee.

12. Governing Law
This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the United States and the State of Michigan.

Any dispute arising under this Agreement shall first be submitted to binding arbitration in the State of
Michigan, unless both parties agree to another method of resolution.

Arbitration may be conducted remotely (e.g., via video conference) to facilitate accessibility for
international Licensees, with costs allocated as determined by the arbitrator.

13. Entire Agreement

This document constitutes the entire agreement between the parties. No verbal or written statements
outside of this Agreement shall be binding unless formally amended by the Licensor.

14. Front Matter Use and Attribution Prominence

Licensees under both tiers must present attribution statements in a clear, legible, and reasonably
prominent font. Attribution must not be obscured or placed in a location intended to conceal association with



the Gorgon’s Grimoire rulebooks or Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC. Failure to present proper attribution in good
faith may be considered a breach of this Agreement.

Acceptance

By purchasing or renewing an Inner Garden License, or by releasing compatible products under the
Open Garden License (Free), the Licensee agrees to all terms listed in this Agreement.

A signed Creator License Confirmation is required for both the Open Garden (Free) and Inner
Garden (Paid) License tiers. No rights are granted under either tier until this document is signed and
returned to Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.






Open Garden and Inner Garden
License FAQ

For Creators Using Gorgon’s Grimoire IP and
Systems

Version 1.0 — Effective July 5, 2025

What is the Open Garden and Inner
Garden License?

The Licenses are a binding agreement that
allows you to create and sell Compatible Products for
Gorgon’s Grimoire systems, such as Damsels,
Adventurers, and Dragons.

It includes two tiets:

Open Garden — Use the rules and mechanics,
written in your own words.

Inner Garden — Access to official names,
setting material, branding, and exact rulebook text.

What do both tiers require?

Attribution. You must include a clear
compatibility statement on the cover and in the
credits page or equivalent location.

Compatible with [System Name]. [System
Name] is a trademark of Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.
This product is not affiliated with or endorsed by
Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.”

Compliance. If you violate the terms, your

license is revoked and future use of the IP is
forbidden.

What does the Inner Garden give me?

Authorized use of trademarks, logos, and

branding.

Permission to reference and use setting IP
(named locations, characters, factions, spells, etc.).

Legal use of copyrighted text from the
rulebooks (such as class descriptions, spell entries,
monster stats).

The right to publish and sell Compatible
Products that visibly credit Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

Continued sale of licensed products created
during the active license period, even after the license
expires, provided they are not updated or revised
using new IP.

What does the Open Garden allow?

Use of the game’s mechanics expressed in
your own words.

Use of general system terms (e.g., "fighter,"
"initiative") that are not part of Gorgon’s protected
IP.

Use of a compatibility statement with the
required disclaimer.

No access to logos, branding, setting names,
ot copyrighted expressions.

What is not allowed?

Use of Gorgon’s Grimoire copyrighted text
without a Paid License.

Claiming ownership of or implying
endorsement by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

Creating system summaries or alternative
rulebooks using substantial licensed expression.

Creating video games, apps, or VI'T
implementations using the IP (requires separate
licensing).

Note: You are free to write your own
mechanical rules. Mechanics are public domain.
However, you may not copy, adapt, or reword setting
content or narrative elements owned by Gorgon’s
Grimoire LLC.

How much does the license cost?

The Inner Garden License costs an annual fee
of $50 USD.



There are no royalties or additional fees. This
amount serves as a good-faith payment and contract
consideration to activate the license.

Do I retain ownership of my work?

Yes. You retain full rights to your original
creations.

Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC does not claim
ownership of your content and does not receive any
publishing rights or sublicensing privileges without a
separate written agreement.

What happens when my license expires?

You must cease using Gorgon’s Grimoire IP
in new or updated works.

Previously published works may remain
available for sale in their original form.

You may not rebrand, revise, or expand them
using Gorgon’s IP after expiration.

Why choose this license?

The Open Garden and Inner Garden License
is designed to protect both the creator and the
publisher. It is not a royalty trap, rights grab, or click-
through waiver.

It offers a clear, enforceable framework for
lawful use of Gorgon’s Grimoire content while
honoring your rights as a creator.

Can I crowdfund a product using the
Open Garden License?

Yes. How you fund your Compatible
Product—Kickstarter, Indiegogo, Patreon, direct
sales, or any other method—is your business.

However, if you are using Gorgon’s Grimoire
IP (Inner Garden), you must still follow all license
terms:

Attribution must be present on the campaign
page and final product.

You may not claim official endorsement or
partnership unless granted in writing,

If your campaign uses Inner Garden material
(e.g., logos, named spells, setting IP), you must have
an active license before launching,

The Open Garden and Inner Garden License
does not govern your funding sources. It governs
your use of IP.

Contact: gorgonsgrimoire(@outlook.com



Gorgon’s Grimoire LL.C Inner Garden License

Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC
Open Garden (Free) and Inner Garden (Paid) Creator License Confirmation
Issued by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC
Version 2.0 — Effective December 4, 2025

This document serves as formal confirmation that the Licensee named below is operating under the Open
Garden License (Free Creator License) and/or has purchased a Paid Creator License under the Inner Garden
License terms, as defined in the Open Garden and Inner Garden License Agreement (Version 2.0) (“OG License”).

By using the Open Garden License and/or purchasing an Inner Garden License, the Licensee agrees to all
terms of the OG License and this Creator License Confirmation.

Licensee Information

Name:

Company/Studio (if applicable):

Contact Email:

License Start Date (Inner Garden, if applicable):

License Type (check all that apply):
0 Open Garden (Free Creator License)

O Inner Garden (Paid Creator License)

1. License Terms and Rights Granted

All rights below are subject to the OG License. The Open Garden License grants baseline rights; the Inner
Garden License grants additional rights on top of those.

A. Rights Under the Open Garden License (Free Creator License)
For all Licensees using only the Open Garden License:
Use of Game Mechanics

Licensee may use, adapt, and rewrite the game mechanics of Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC systems (e.g., rules
structures, numerical progressions, stat blocks, formulas) in their own words for Compatible Products.

Compatibility Language (Free Tier)

Licensee may state compatibility using language such as:



“This product is compatible with [Rule System]. [Rule System] is a trademark of Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.
This product is not affiliated with or endorsed by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.”

This attribution must appear on the credits page (or equivalent), and clearly on the front cover, title image,
or product listing;

Use of Generic Terms

Licensee may use generic fantasy/science-fiction terms (e.g;, “fighter,” “wizard,” “fireball,” “initiative”
provided all accompanying text is original.

Distribution of Compatible Products (Free Tier)

Licensee may create and distribute Compatible Products that use Gorgon’s Grimoire mechanics expressed
in their own words, so long as no Licensed IP, trademarks, logos, setting IP, copyrighted text, or other protected
expressions are used.

Software / VI'T Limitation

The Open Garden License does not grant any rights to create or distribute software-based or interactive
digital products (including VTT rules integrations, automated rule engines, or digital SRDs). Such use requires a
separate Commercial/ VI'T agreement with Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.

B. Additional Rights Under the Inner Garden License (Paid Creator License)

For Licensees who have purchased the Inner Garden License, the following additional rights are granted for
one (1) year from the License Start Date, subject to the OG License:

Use of Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC Trademarks and Branding

Authortized use of official Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC logos, symbols, and brand identifiers in product covers,
marketing, packaging, and promotional material, as allowed by the OG License.

Incorporation of Setting IP

Permission to reference and incorporate official Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC setting names, locations,
characters, factions, spells, and other narrative or setting elements designated as Licensed IP.

Use of Copyrighted Text

Right to use the Licensor’s copyrighted expressions of mechanics, including but not limited to spell
descriptions, class write-ups, monster abilities, encounter structures, and similar text as published in designated
Gorgon’s Grimoire rulebooks, subject to the OG License’s word-count and “substantial use” limits.

Compatibility Marketing (Paid Tier)
Right to state official compatibility with Gorgon’s Grimoire LL.C systems and market products as

“Compatible with [system name]”



using Licensed IP and text, provided all required attribution is present, such as:
g > P q p ,

“This product uses Licensed IP from [Rulebook Name]|, published by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC, under the
Open Garden License.”

Distribution Rights (Paid Tier)

Authorization to create, sell, and distribute Compatible Products using Licensed IP, trademarks, and
copyrighted text, provided all conditions in the OG License and this document are followed.

VTT / Digital Implementations (Commercial/VIT Requirement)

Creation of VTT modules, adventures, or other digital implementations that embed Licensed IP or
copyrighted text (beyond personal-use stat blocks and character sheets) requires a separate Commercial/VI'T
agreement with Gorgon’s Grimoire LL.C. The Inner Garden License alone does not grant automated rules
integration or platform-level rule hosting rights.

2. Restrictions and Limitations (Apply to Both Open and Inner Garden)
These restrictions apply to all Licensees, regardless of tier:
No Ownership of Gorgon’s Grimoire IP

Licensee may not claim ownership of any Gorgon’s Grimoire LL.C IP, trademarks, or copyrighted
expressions.

No Sublicensing

Licensee may not sublicense or redistribute Gorgon’s Grimoire LLLC IP for others to use under any other
license structure.

No Replacement Core Rulebooks/SRDs

Redistribution or reconstruction of Gorgon’s Grimoire LL.C rulebooks, even under the Inner Garden, for
the purpose of creating replacement core rulebooks, system reference documents (SRDs), or system summaries
using substantial Licensed text is strictly prohibited.

“Substantial” includes, but is not limited to, verbatim reproduction of more than 500 consecutive words or
more than 1,000 total words from any single Gorgon’s Grimoire rulebook in any one product, unless otherwise
approved in writing,

Rulebooks as Primary Source

Licensees must reference the official Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC rulebooks as the primary source for
mechanics and expressions. Redistribution of substantial content in whole or in part is prohibited.

Software and Digital Restrictions

The Open and Inner Garden Licenses do not grant any rights to host, reproduce, or automate Gorgon’s
Grimoire rules or text within software, virtual tabletops, mobile apps, or web-based rules engines. Any such use
requites a separate, explicit Commercial/VTT agreement with Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC.



Compliance With OG License Sections

All content produced under either the Open Garden or Inner Garden tiers must comply with the
restrictions, audit rights, attribution requirements, and enforcement provisions set forth in the OG License
Agreement (including Restrictions, Audit Rights, and Attribution/Enforcement sections).

3. Termination and Renewal
Open Garden (Free Creator License)

The Open Garden License is free to use but may be terminated by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC in accordance
with the OG License if the Licensee breaches its terms. Upon termination, Licensee must cease using Gorgon’s
Grimoire trademarks and Licensed IP in any future products or marketing. Previously released products may remain
in circulation so long as no new Licensed IP is added and no further updates are made that rely on Gorgon’s
Grimoire LLC IP.

Inner Garden (Paid Creator License)

The Inner Garden License expires one (1) year after the License Start Date unless renewed by payment of a
new annual fee.

Upon expiration or termination of the Inner Garden License:
All future products must remove Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP and branding,

Previously published materials may remain in circulation but may not receive further updates, revisions, or
reprints using Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC IP, trademarks, or copyrighted text.

All termination and cure provisions are governed by the OG License Agreement.

4. Acknowledgment and Acceptance

By signing below (for Inner Garden), or by releasing Compatible Products under the Open Garden License
(for Open Garden), the Licensee acknowledges that they have read, understood, and agreed to the terms of:

The Open Garden and Inner Garden License Agreement (Version 2.0) and This Creator License
Confirmation document.

Licensee (Inner Garden/Open Garden)

Signature: Date:

Name (print):
Authorized by Gorgon’s Grimoire LLC

Signature: Date:

Contact: gorgonsgrimoire@outlook.com






